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Greed,” That the Thanks of dhe 


Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Bangor, 
for his Sermon Preached this Day before 
the 80 CIE IT , and that he be deſired 

to Print the ſame. = 


how e 


D avid it Hub, nur 


SOCIETY be given to the Right | 


Narva Chah. Xl: Vers, 


And the Poor have the Goſpel preached: 
- wit Ben, 1609 | 


4 i. EIN F 4 


| T. John is ſds in the Goſ- 
SY pcl, as the Meſſenger and Fore- 
runner of our Bleſſed Saviour, ſent 
[Vw] to give notice to the Jews, and 
= prepare them for the Reception of 
that extraordinary Perſon, who had for a long 
Time been expected, and at that particular Time 
was ſo, with more than ordinary Attention, un- 
der the Character of the Meſſrah. 
St. John was a Man of great Auſterity of 
Life, and the Purport of his Doctrine was Re- 
pentance; the neceſſity of which, he inculeated 
from the Argument of the near aprodickirig! or”: 
Chriſt s Kingdom, whoſe Foundation was to be - 
laid in Holineſs and Integrity of Life. By the 
freedom of his rebukes at the Court and upon 


the Perſon of Herod, he had drawn upen himfelf 
A 2 the 
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from 


the Diſpleaſire of that wicked Prince, ho, at 
the Sollicitation of. alewd Adultereſs, threw him 
into Priſon, where, in a little time, he put an 
end to his Life. Before his Death, the Report of 


the Doctrine and Miracles of Feſus had reached 


him; and therefore, from the Priſon where he 


was, $ ſent two of his Diſciples to enquire 

e Mouth of Our Lord himſelf, more for 
their Inſtruction than his own, whether, © He 
* was the Perſon that was to come, or whether 
they were to look for another”. — The Perſon 
that was to come, i.e. the Meſſiah, the Deſire and 


Expectation of the Nations, peculiarly, and as it 


were proverbially, diſtinguiſhed under that Title. 
— This was the Queſtion, the Anſwer to which 
was given, not in a direct and poſitive manner, but, 
as the Importance of it required, in ſuch a large 


and inſtructive way, as ſhould preclude all man- 


ner of doubt about the Truth of it ;-- repreſenting 
in as few Words as might be, the Character of 


our bleſſed Saviour, and intimating its perfect 


Correſpondency with what the Prophets had ſore- 


told concerning him; ſo that at the ſame Time 


that he aſſerted, he thought fit to prove the Di- 
vinity of his Miſſion: For Jeſus anſwered and 


ſaid unto them, Go and ſhew John thoſe 


«.F hings, which ye do hear and ſee, the Blind 
« receive their ſight, the Lame walk, the 


« Lepers are cleanſed, and the Deaf hear, the 
. Dead 


. for the Propagation of the Go/pel. 


« Dead are raiſed up, and the Poor have the 


% Goſpel preached unto them”. As if it had 
been faid ; you want to be aſſured of the Truth 


and Certainty of my being the Meſſiah; — I am 


that extraordinary Perſon, and ye yourſelves 
may obſerye, if you pleaſe, from what ye hear 
me preach, and ſee me do, that I give moſt plain 
and irrefragable Proofs of my Miſſion My 


Doctrine and my Works beſpeak my Character, 


one very 4iſtingurſhing mark of which is, © That 
the Poor have the Goſpel preached unto them. 

This is the Connedtion of the Text, of which I 
have taken upon me at preſent to conſider the 


Significancy and import : For this muſt be looked 
upon, as one very remarkable Characteriſtick of 


the Goodneſs of our bleſſed Saviour, and the Ex- 


cellency of his Religion, That it is calculated 


for the common Uſe and Benefit of the World; 


like the Light of the Sun, diffuſed with univerſal 


Equity and Munificence, and, though made up 


of the moſt precious and valuable Truths, yet 
all communicated with free Grace and Bounty 7 


not perplexed, as the greateſt part of the Law of 


Maſes was, by a vain and haughty Caſuiſtry; 


not confined within the Studies of Philoſophers, 


or locked up in the Cabinets of Princes ; but diſ- 


wie abroad for the common In ſtruckien. and, 
if they will follow it honeſtly, for the common 
Happineſs of the Poor and th e Rich, of the 

Ignorant 


— 


— 


— 4 — "*£ 
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Ignorant and of the Learned, © The Poor have 


« the Goſpel preached unto them.” - Such is the 
Excellency of the Chriſtian Doctrine, and ſuch 
the Condeſcenſion and Integrity of its Teacher, 


that his Religion is accommodated to the Uſe and 


Underſtanding of the pooreſt People — Perſons of 
that low and deſpiſed Character, that they had 
hitherto by the Jewiſh Teachers, the perfidious 
Guardians of the Laws of Moſes, and in almoſt 
all the Inſtructions of the Philoſophers, been 


thought either unworthy or incapable of good 
Information : For, except in ſome few Inftances, 
| Where there was a more than ordinary natural 


Strength of Underſtanding, the Groſs of the com- 
mon People were kept in almoſt impenetrable 


_ darkneſs, as to the great Truths of Religion; 


knew nothing at all of the Nature and Being of 
God, and as little conſequently of the true Prin- 
ciples and Obligations of Moral Vertue: Not 
that the World was altogether without Light in 


thoſe momentous Points, or that the Minds of 


Men were rendered incapable of comprehending 


them ; but Superſtition and Idolatry, the Parents 


of bad Morals, were the reigning Corruptions ; 
and they who ſaw through the Folly and Wick 
edneſs of thoſe Practices, either through Pride 


and Intereſt would not, or through Fear and 


Weakneſs of Mind dared not communicate their 


Knowledge, It appears to be the Deſign of 


_ God 
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God therefore, in his own time, by the Sending 
of his Son, and the Diſpenſation of his Goſpel, 
to break thro' theſe Corruptions, to inform and 
raiſe Human Nature, to aſſiſt, and as it were, 
rekindle the Light of Reaſon, to clear up, and 
defend and propagate true Religion all over the 
World; and that not for the Inſtruction of the 
wiſe and great Men in it (who were in Poſſeſſi- 
on, it may be, already of very important Truths, 
but either made no uſe of them, or, but a vain 
one, while their Practices contradicted them); as 
of the Poor and Low and Humble, whoſe na- 
tural Capacities were as good, and whoſe Hearts, 
at leaſt, as honeſt, as of the higheſt and moſt learn- 
ed: The Poor had the Golpel preached unto 
them; There was nothing in that Syſtem of Re- 
liek, that was crafty and tel intereſted, was 
dark and abſtruſe, that was, in the main De- 
ſign of it, too refin'd for common Underſtand- 
ing; but, as it conſiſted of honeſt, and clear, and 
rational, and practicable Precepts, it was com- 
municated freely to thoſe, for whom it was de- 
ſign'd, and that was the whole World. — The 
Wiſdom of its Inſtructions was ſo plain and ſtrong 
and convincing, that they were neither be/oww the 
Care of the <iſe/t Men, nor above the Uſe and 
Comprehenſion of the W : The Poor, &c. 
J propoſe, in conſidering farther this one pe- 
5 culiar Advantage of the Goſpel (no Religion be- 
fore 
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fore it having made that Proviſion for ſuch ge- 
neral Inſtruction), to diſpoſe my Thoughts under 
theic three Heads which follow. 


I. To conſider, what it was that was preach- 


ed to the Poor under the Character of the Goſ- 


pel. —For it is mentioned here as a very extraor- 
dinary Priviledge, and what deſerved to ſtand 


in the Rank with the moſt miraculous Acts, of 
our Saviour's Goodneſs to Mankind, ſuch as 
giving Limbs to the Lame, Hearing to the Deaf, 


Sight to the Blind, and Life to the Dead. 
II. Where lay the particular Reaſon and Ad- 

vantage of the Goſpel being preached to the Poor. 
III. Reflect with what Advantages in ge- 


neral, in point of Inſtruction and the Enforce- 


ment of true Religion, this admirable W 
on was communicated. 

Tu ESEH Conſiderations difpatch'd, there will 
be room perhaps for one or two aſeful Inferences, 
not unſuitable, I will hope, to the Occaſion of 
our preſent Aſſembling. . 


And, Firſt, Lam to conſider, what it was, that 
was preached to the Poor, under the Character 


of the Goſpel ; and that, if we peruſe the ſacred 
Records, beyond all Controverſy our beſt PI- 


rection, will be found to conſiſt, in the main, in 


theſe great Points, which ſollow: The * 


ledge 


for the Propagation of the Goſpel, 


Jedge and Worſhip of the true God, — The Di- 


vinity of our Saviour's Miſſion, — a clear and cer- 
tain and conſiſtent Scheme of Moral Duty, not 
itſelf newly diſcoyer'd, but vindicated from Er- 
Tor and Corruption, and falſe Caſuiſtry; repre- 


ſented in its pure Agreements with the Dictates 


of Natural Reaſon, and further recommended and 
enforc d by new Arguments and Motives; and, 
as an Addition to all this, the great Doctrine of 


Mercy and Forgiveneſs of our Sins, thro' the 


Mediation and Redemption of Chrift Teſts 


The Knowledge and Worſhip of the true God 


was the firſt point of Inſtruction, and the Foun- 


dation of the Chriſtian Doctrine: For they were 


not only the ignorant and ſtupid Vulgar, Who 
had given into the Practices of Idolatry, but the 
Corruption reach'd a great deal farther and high- 
cr; as the Apoſtle intimates in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, That the Profeſſors of Wiſdom were 


Fools in that reſpect, and had “ chang'd the 


* Glory of the incorruptible God into an Image 
* made with Hands, like to corruptible Man, 
-." worthipping the Creature more than the Cre- 
* ator:” And the fame Apoſtle, obſerving, 
when he was at Athens, the politeſt City of the 


cc 


_ Heathen World, that all their Religious Duties 


were devenerited into the fouleſt Idolatry; be- 
ius his Inſtructions to them, with Declarations 


. 
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of the true God, that made the World, and al 
things ini it. 

And this is the plain Doctrine of the Goſpel 
upon this important Head — That there is but 
One God; That he is Good, All-powerful, All- 


wiſe, the Maker and Governour of the World, | 
of a pure and ſpiritual and inviſible Nature, | 


whoſe Worſhip conſiſts in Prayers to and Pie 


of him, and in a ſincere Love of and Obedience 
to his B and, ſo far as our Natures will 
admit, an en of his high Perfections. 


The Divinity of our Saviour's Miſſion is ano- 


ther great Point in Chriſtianity, and it ſtands 
prov'd in the Goſpel, from the Correſpondency 


of his Character, and the Time of his Appear- 
ance to what the Prophets had foretold concern- 


ing him; from the Purity and Goodneſs of his 
de; ; from his Miraculous Actions (the 
plain Effects of Mercy and Power in conjunc- 


tion;) from his Birth, his Life, his Death, 
his Reſurreftion and Aſcenſion ; all together a- 
mounting to the cleareſt Demonſtration, That he 
was the Meſſiah, the long- expected Prophet, the 


great High Prieſt, the King of 1/-ae/, the Sa- 


viour of Mankind, the beloved Son of God ſent = 


from the Boſom 7 his Father. 


We are further inſtructed in the Goſpel in a 
very plain and rational Scheme of Moral Duty. 
ſuited to every Man's Underſtanding, and to all 

| | the 
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the ſeveral Geno of human Life, and recom- 
mended to us, in many ſtrong and amiable 
Pictures, as the moſt beautiful ſcheme of Action, 
moſt wiſe and reaſonable, and, what is beyond 
every other Argument, as agreeable to the Will 
and Commands of our great Creator. — A 


ſcheme of Morals, not made up of many new 


Diſcoveries; though it may perhaps be juſtly 
called a new Diſcoyery, that true Religion did 
indeed conſiſt in the practice of Moral Vertues : 
But admitting that the Goſpel Inſtructions on 
that head were not new, but the dictates of na- 
tural Reaſon, it was a great Thing for the 


World, that ſuch Religion was taught and made 
plain univerſally :— That the Labour of Enquiry 
was prevented, and every Man had his Duty 


laid before him in a ſhort and intelligible manner, 
and the Practice of it enjoined by the Authority 
of Rod. 


It was not the Deſign of Chriſtianity certainly, 


+0 make a new Creation in a literal Senſe, but to 
_ reſtore Men to that rectitude of Mind ad Man- 


ners, which was the purpoſe of the Old one; 


ſor Men are naturally formed for the Practice 


of Virtue, and, without it, cannot poſſibly be 
happy: T he Goſpel therefore does not alter the 
Nature of Vertue, but eſtabliſh its Practice, by 
aſſuring us that God is pleas'd with it; and will, 


by the ſecret workings of his Spirit, afift good 


B 2 2 Men 
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Men in the nn and has made ch 


Proviſion for the Reward of it in another World, 


that it is become, not only our reaſonable Duty, 
but under all Circumſtances, even of the greateſt 


diſtreſs, moſt eligible and ad vantageo us to us. 


It was before a matter of much difficulty to 
underſtand what was properly Religion; ſo ob. 


1cur'd and blended it was with the corrupt Addi- 


tions of Men: Our Saviour purified it, taught 
Men what it was, and how to value it; and, to 


guard againſt the bad Practices of deſigning or ſu- 


perſtitious Men, added but two poſitive Duties 


and thoſe of very plain and eaſy Significancy, 


and, in their Deſign and Operation, perieeuve of 


; the Chriſtian Life. 


Add to all this, that other great Dochtine of 
the Goſpel, upon which all our Expectations of 
future Happineſs ſeem to turn, and that is, the 
Mercy and Placability of the Deity, who, tho' 
he is of purer eyes than to behold 1 has 
yet aſſured us, that if we endeayour faithfully, 

and ſincerely to do his Will, and, thro' human 
Frailty, fail in the e ee ; thro' the Me- 
diation and Redemption of Chriſt Jeſus, he will 
conſider and compaſſionate, and forgive our Mit- 


carriages, And this muſt be look'd upon, as a 


very extraordinary Act of Grace and Bounty to 


| his Creatures, That God, in the Perſon and by 
the Doctrine of our Saviour, ſhould find out a 


Way 
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way to ſave us from the Dominion, and, if we 
are not wanting to ourſelyes, from the Guilt and 
Puniſhment of Sin. — It 1s this peculiar Privilege 
perhaps, which is the principal Reaſon, why the 
Goſpel is deſcrib'd in very high and triumph- 
ing Expreſſions, © Glad Tidings of Salvation, 
Joy to all People, Peace on Earth, and Good- 
« Will towards Men; and why the Great 
Author of it is ſtil'd "the Mediator, the Re- 
deemer, and the Saviour of the World. And 
thus much for the Subſtance of the Goſpel Doc- 
trine; It: conſiſts in the Knowledge and Worſhip 
of the true God, — in eſtabliſning the Divine 
Miſſion of our Saviour, — in giving a plain and 
clear Rule of Duty, enforc d in its Practice by 

new and better Encouragements than Men were 
before acquainted with, or convinced of; in 
the Addition of two moſt wiſe and ſignificant In- 
ſtitutions, the Badges of our Profeſſion, very 
natural Memorials of our Obligations to our 
great Maſter, and powerful Motives to Obedi- 
ence; and in the Aſſurance of having our Sins 
: pardon'd by the ITY... and Interceſſion of our 
Redeemer. 

I proceed to conſider, . 
2h, What 8 Reaſon and Advantage 
there was in it, That the Poor ſhould have the 
Goſpel preach'd unto them: For, as it was a 
Diſpenſation defi, 'g1 d for the whole World, and 

God 
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God is no 1 of b why, in commu- 
nicating ſo conſiderable a Benefit, is any Diftinc- 
tion made between the Poor and the Rich? To 
this it may be anſwer'd, That, conſidering the 


State of the World in our Saviour's Time, The 


Poor ſtood moſt in need of the Goſpel, and were 


moſt diſpoſed to embrace it. 


Firſt, The Poor flood moſt in need of the 
Goſpel, I mean in point of Information, for, 
with regard to Life and Manners, it is another 
Queſtion. — But, in point of Knowledge, it is 


probable, it is indeed certain, That what Light 


there was in the World, ſhone chiefly upon the 
higher Parts of it, while with reſpe& to the 
lower, the People fat in Darkneſs, and their 


Kriowledge was as mean as their Condition. 


The Jewiſh Doctors, the unworthy Repreſen- 
tatives of Moſes, had concealed or cluded the beſt 


Part of his Religion, and, in our Saviour's time, 


had dreſs'd it up in ſo ridiculous a Garb, and fo 


little conſulted the Honour of the Deity, the 
Credit of their Legiſlator, and the Good of Man- 


kind by their Interpretations of it, that they 
drew upon themſel ves the ſevereſt Rebukes from 
that Divine Teacher: He often calls upon them, 


and always for their Faults; For indeed the Re- 85 
ligion, which they taught, wal ſuch, that a wiſe 
Man could not but contemm it: It was hardly 


poſſible 


had had Honeſty enough, which very few of 
them had, to venture their Lives for the fake 
of Truth: This couragious Integrity was not in- 
| deed to be expected from Men, who conſidered 


Foundation of vertuous Practice. Beſides, they 
themſelves were many of them in the dark, and 


Inſtruction among the Heathen Philoſophers ; but 


ple were not at all the better for them. They 


a c 
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poſſible, but that the Meaneſt muſt be led to en- 
tertain very low and unbecoming Thoughts of 
God himſelf, whom they repreſented as its Author, 

And then tor the Philoſophers, the Repoſito- 
rics and Maſters of Knowledge in other Parts of 
the World, their Converſation, if they liv'd at 
all in Society, lay chiefly at the Courts, or in 
the Company of the Great Men, and they were 
commonly too proud to infiry the Vulgar ; — 
neither indeed, conſidering the Power of Super- 
ſtition, was it ſaſe for them to do ſo, unleſs they 


Truth, when they hit upon it, rather as Matter 
of Amuſement to a ſpeculative Mind, than as the 


had fo puzzled and perplex'd the cleareſt Truths, 
that Men in low ſtations of Life and comman | 
Capacities \ wanted both the Underſtanding and 
the Leiſure to attend their Lectures. 

It appears by their Vritings, that there was 
indeed a great deal of fine Senſe and admirable 


ſtill it appears too in the Hiſtory of their ſeve- 8 
ral Nations, that the Groſe of the common Peo- 


Were 
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were kept in the Duties of their ſeveral Stations 
by the Polity and the Severity of Laws, and 
were obliged to be punctual in their Religious 
Worſhip, that is, in all the Tricks and Practices of 
Tdolatry; but were entirely ignorant of the 


True God and the nature of his Worſhip, 


of his Providence and Government over the 


Moral World, of the Beauty and Reaſonableneſs 
and Conſequence of a vertuous Life: And tho! 


they might have ſome dark and perplexing Fears 


(conſtitutionally annex'd to their very Being) a- 
bout another World, yet that natural Apprehen- 


ſion ſeems to have been an Inftrument only in 


the Hands of their Prieſts to ſupport the Reve- 


"rence of their falſe Deities ; was ſeldom or ne- 
ver applied to the Service of Moral Vertue, and, 


where it was, had no certain and regular Effect 
upon their Lives and Converſations. Of all this, 


I think, we may in ſome Meaſure ſee the Proofs in 
the preſent Circumſtances of the Heathen World, 


the Image and Reſemblance of the Old one, and 
from the ſame Reflection be convinc'd, that, for 


the Service of the lower People, who make up 
the bulk of Mankind, no way could ſo effec- 


tually inform their Minds, and correct their Prac- 
tices, as the delivery of ſo clear, ſo wiſe, ſo 


good a Religion as the Chriſtian, communicated 


by fo diſintereſted, ſo condeſcending, ſo perſect- 
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bs holy and unblameable, and fo great a os 
as our Saviour Chriſt Jeſus. 


cent; The Poor had the Goſpel preached 
unto them, becauſe they were, upon the whole, 


beſt diſpoſed to receive it. The higher Part of 


Men, it muſt be owned, had the Advantage of 


them in this reſpeR, if their Tempers had been 
ſuitable to their Knowledge; but all the Ad- 
yantage, which they had from thence, was loſt 
in the Corruption of their Manners. For, uſual- 

ly ſpeaking, they were proud, and vain, and lux- 
urious, had an Intereſt in the Eſtabliſhment of 
Idolatry, and had, many of them, abuſed their 
Knowledge, and formed to themſelves a Set of 
looſe and Atheiſtical Principles, to juſtify their 
looſe and Atheiſtical Practices: So that they were 
very unlikely to be wrought upon by ſo honeſt 
and pure a Scheme of Religion as the Chriſtian, 
which would more probably make its Progreſs 
among Men, who, by the Circumſtances of their 
Station, were ok and humble, placed out of 
the Opportunity and Temptations to Luxury, 


ignorant indeed of the true Religion, but not 


Enemies to it, or engag'd, by any Intereſts, to op- 


pole its Progreſs,-- whoſe Unhappinels it was to be 


led blindfold into the common Corruptions, but 
v ho had no hand in introducing or ſupporting them. 
Here, 1 tay, there was more room for the true 


0 Religion 
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Religion to take effect, than among the Deſigns 
and Prejudices of the Great Ones; and Men, of 
this Temper and Station, would naturally fall 


into a good Opinion of a Religion, which was fo 
different from the ſlayiſh Corruptions of Heathe- 


niſm, and proceeded from an Author of ſo holy 
and aiving a CharaQter : To them it was a very 
uncommon Favour to be ſo conſidered, as they 


were by our bleſſed Saviour; and it could not 
chooſe but raiſe the Attention and Gratitude of 
the Tgnorant, but honeſt Vulgar, when he clean- 
ſed their Lepers, gave Feet to the Lame, Eyes 


to the Blind, Fars to the Deaf, and the Goſpel 


to the Poor, — This was exceeding gracious and 
wiſe in our bleſſed Saviour; the Poor moſt want- 
ed his Information and Aſſiſtance, and were moſt 
likely to attend to and follow his Inſtructions, 
and therefore to the Poor he imparted them. * 


proceed to conſider, 


Thirdly, in general, the Advantages with which 
the Goſpel was preached, and of what Uſe it 


was to the World in point of Information. Now 
this has in a great meaſure appeared from what | 
has been mentioned already, as the Subſtance of | 


the Chriſtian Doctrine: For, he that knows any 
thing of the State of the Heathen World, when 
our Saviour appeared in it, will yery eaſily per- 
ſuade himſelf of what Ant it was to have 
the 
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the Chriſtian Knowledge propagated among, Men. 
For to make an Eſtimate of the Benefit of this 
great Diſpenſation we are not ſo much to conſider 


how great a Part of it was knowable by the Light 
of Reaſon, or how much actually was known by 


Heathens of ſuperior Honeſty and Underſtanding, 


but what was the Caſe with the Body of the com- 


mon People.— Here, therefore, we will fix our 
Foot, and from this Point of View, take a Pro- 


ſpect of the Heathen World; and conſider, whe- | 
ther it was not a moſt amazing Inſtance of the 
| Goodneſs of God to Men, to ſend his Son into 
the World upon ſo important an Errand as the 
Goſpel, to reviye the Knowledge, and inſtruct 
the moſt ignorant in the acceptable Worſhip of 
the true Creator; — to lay before them a clear 
and full Scheme of Duty, confirmed by its own 
Reaſon, by the Authority and Miracles of its 


Teacher, and illuſtrated by his Example; re- 


commended by the Promiſe of God's Grace and 
Aſſiſtance, and enforced by the weighty Sanc- 
tions of another World; — and to fatisfy Men, 
moreover, of the Mercy and Placability of the 
Deity, whoſe Goodneſs tempered his Severity and 
| Juſtice, and had found out a Way by the Me- 
diation and Death of Jeſus, to pardon the Frail- 
ties and Infirmities of human Nature. This, 
ſurely, was a Scheme of Religion, full of very 
comſortable and uſeful Refle gion to Men, who 
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lived under the Senſe of Sin, and the Horror of 
Guilt and Puniſhment, but ſaw no Way to get 
out of it; - who had no Notions at all, or very 
uncertain ones, of a future Life; not enough, if 


E rightly applied, to keep them flcady | in the Prac- 


tice of their Duty, or to ſupport them under the 
Adverſities of the World; — who ſaw even their 


Moral Duty very imperfectly:— Nature, indeed, 


had marked out the great Lines of it, and Ma- 
giſtracy ſupported the Face of the Social Ver- 


tues, but the Purity and Perfection of a yertuous 
Mind, as, under the Inſpection of an all-ſeeing 
Judge, the Foundation of a vertuous Courſe of 
Action, was little thought of, or inſiſted on, 
among the Vulgar; who, being ignorant of the 
true God, had all their religious Attention di- 
rected to the Rites and Service of the falſe Ones. 
Surely, therefore, if this was in Fact the Caſe of 


the Gentile World, the Chriſtian Religion was a 


vaſt Advantage, 424 might, with great proprie- 


ty, be called, a Light ſhining in a dark Place; 
dark, not by the appointment or thro' any De- 


fect of Wiſdom and Goodneſs in the Creator, but 


thro' the Perverſeneſs of Men, who had made 


a ſhift almoſt to extinguiſh © that Light, which 
«© ightneth every Man that cometh into the 


* World '. For Chriſtianity was an Advantage, 


not ſo properly to Reafon, as to Men; and, it 


the antient Apologiſts may be credited, the BE: 
fect, 
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k&, which it had upon Mankind, was very 
W onderfal. The Benefit is now grown common, 
and Men are almoſt inſenſible of the Change; 
but, when the Goſpel was firſt preached to the 


Poor, it drew the World after it, and made a 
moſt ſurprizing Alteration, both in the Know- 
ledge and Manners of Men. From whence it is 
very natural to make ſuch Inferences as theſe 


which — 


Firſt, That, conſidering the deplorable State 

of the World, when it appeared, and the nura- 
culous Effects it was attended with in its preach- 
ing, we are excecdingly beholden to the Grace 


of God for the Light of the Goſpel. 
It muſt be ſaid indeed, before the Goſpel Dil. 


penſation, and in every 4 of the World, Men 


had their Reaſon to guide Mo which, if faith- 


_ fully followed, would have directed them to the 
Knowledge of the true God, and of true Reli- 


gion. But this in Fact was 7 ſinall Avail, and, 


whatever was the Cauſe of it, Reaſon had loſt its | 
ground, the Knowledge of the true God was ob- | 


literated, and, conſequently, of true Religion. 


God, therefore: was graciouſly pleaſed to inter- 
poſe by an extraordinary Revelation, and to 
make an eaſy and univerſal Diſcovery of the 
important Things in Religion; -- moſt of them 


perhaps deducible from Reaſon, but with great 


Difficulty = 
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Difficulty and Application, more than the igno- 


rant Part of Mankind could employ about them, 
and more than the corrupt Part would. 
The Goſpel-Precepts of Life are no other than 


reaſonable Precepts, it is confeſſed; but the Fa- 


vour of God to us is not the leſs remarkable 


ſurely, nor leſs the ſubject of our Gratitude, be- 
cauſe he enjoins nothing elſe by Revelation, in 
point of Practice, but what Reaſon and Intereſt 
would make our voluntary Duty: This one Cir- 

cumſtance is proof to Demonſtration, That Chrit- 


tianity is a pure and genuine Religion, derived 
from the ſame Fountain, with our Being and our 


Reaſon. This therefore muſt be inſiſted on as a 


moſt weighty Argument to us, to be thankful 


to God, to obey his Goſpel ourſelves, and pro- 
mote its Influence over others; and not, as ſome 
fooliſh Profeſſors of Wiſdom do, ſit down and raiſe 


Difficulties about the particular Time of its Ap- 
pearance, and the ſmall Extent of it, in the preſent 


Situation of the World, and other Things of that 


nice and impertinent Enquiry, and then to quarre! 


with the Diſpenſations of God, becauſe we cannot 
ſolve all the Difficulties which attend them. What- 
ever Nations are at preſent without the Goſpel, 
or however long it was, before its Propagation 
among Men, this we are very ſure of, That wc 


have it: «nd are we fretful and uneaſy, that God 


has fayoured us with fo diſtinguiſhing a Privi- 
lege 
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lege ? There is no End of fatisfying this captious 
and diſcontented Humour.— Now that we enjoy 
the Goſpel, and owe more, much more, in point 
of Knowledge, to its Diſcoveries, than we are 


well aware of, — There is nothing in it, we cry, 
but what is reaſonable; the main concerning 
Truths of it are as old as the Creation; It is but 


a Republication of the Law of Nature: Why 
then this expenſive and needleſs Diſpenſation, 
and why ſo much Pains taken to inform us, of 
what we might have known as well without it? 


Admitting all this to be true, which indeed is a 
flalſe and partial Account of Chriſtianity, we muſt 

yet obſerve; 
On the other hand, Had God not interpoſed, 
but left the World involved 1 in Darkneſs and Ido- 
latry, if the ſame Objectors had lived in that 
woeful State, and had had Diſcernment enough 
to be ſenſible of the Difference, How would 
they have exclaimed againſt the Hardſhip of it, 
That ſince the Thing was ſo eaſy to be effected, 


the Deity ſhould not condeſcend to inform and 
illuminate the Minds of Men, to teach them what 
he was, and in what Manner to be acceptably 


i worſhipped, what End and Purpoſe he created 


Man for, what was their Duty while they lived, 


and Wat would become of them, . hen they 


died. -- Why, this very T hing God has conde- 


ended to do in the fulleſt wy moſt expreſs 


Manner, 
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Manner and yet Men are not ſtiahed——What is 
8 if this is not ſo? It is the very 


Temper, which our Saviour cenſured in the Pha. 
riſees, comparing it to the Frowardneſs of Chil- 
dren, whom neither Mirth nor Seriouſneſs could 


pleaſe --=- a Conduct pardonable indeed in Chil. 
dren, but an huge Reproach to Men, and an Ar- 


gument how much eyen our Penetration and Un. 


derſtanding may hurt us, when it is not under the 
guidance of Modeſty and a due Submiſſion and Re- 


ſignation to the Ways of Providence, Conſidering 
the Nature and Tendency of our Sayiour's Doc- 


trine, it were hardly to be conceived, that eyer 
there ſhould have come a Time when it ſhould be 


made a Queſtion, whether the Wiſdom and Good- 


neſs of God was not moſt apparent in providing, 


That the Poor had the Goſpel preach'd unto them, 


Secondly, Hence we may be taught to paſs 2 
juſt Judgment upon the Iniquity of the Roman 
Church, and how much their Practice tends to 


defeat the Deſigns of Providence; in ſhutting up 
the Holy Scriptures, where they can do it, in an 
unknown Tongue; denying the People the Uſe 
of that living Water; and, inſtead of ſolid and 
uſeful and Chriſtian Doctrines, amuſing them with 
lying Legends, idle Tales, and fruitleſs Myſterics. 


No Thanks to theſe faithleſs Stewards of the 
Goſpel, that the World is not ſunk again into 


|  Barbaritn 
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 Barbariſm and Idolatry--- a Thing in Fact, ſo 


far effected in their Communion, that the ſtrong- 
eſt Argument of the Ineffectualneſs of the Chriſ- 


tian Doctrine, to ſupport the true worſhip of 


God, is taken from the prodigious Ignorance and 


the very mon ſtrous Abſurdities practis'd in their 


public k Service. And the beſt and ſtrongeſt way 


do anſwer this Objection is to appeal from their 
Practices to the Tenor of the New Teſtament, 
and from thence demonſtrate, That the Fault 


does not lye in the Doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus, but 
in the Wickedneſs of thoſe, who will not ſuffer 


the Poor either to read or to hear the Goſpel, 
till they have garbl'd and corrupted it. So that 
tho' the Men of that Communion do pretend, as 
an Argument of their being the true Church of 


Chriſt, that they can work Miracles, reſtore the 


Lame, give Sight to the Blind, and Hearing to 


the Deaf yet 1o modeſt they have always been, 


as to omit laying claim to this other more In- 


fllible Mark than all the reſt, That the Por 
haye the Goſpel preached unto them. 
But the Time reminds me to haſten to my laſt 


Inſerence, in which I would recommend to your 


Lo ans and kind Aſſiſtance, the Deſign 
e our charitable Aſſemblies, in wh'h we 
bur the Succeſs and Propagation of Chrif- 


„ Which was firſt eſtabliſn'd by Mira- 


' and has ſince been 3 and ipread 
IT abroad 
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abroad by Teaching, aſſiſted by the Grace of | 


God. 3 pets 
The Chriſtian Religion is a moſt compleat and 


perfect Inſtitution, the Means which the Wit. 


dom of God makes uſe of, to inſtruct and faye 
the World ; and therefore it would be great Un- 


mercifulneſs in thoſe, who underſtand it them- | 
ſelves, not to communicate ſuch uſeful Knoy- 


ledge : Knowledge, that is not calculated 


to amuſe or entertain us, or to provide for the 
little Purpoſes of a ſhort and tranſitory Life 


but whoſe Views reach a great deal farther, 
making Men wiſe unto Salvation, and ſecurine 


the great Intereſts of another State. 


Stupidity and want of Underftanding i is a great 


Misfortune, more eſpecially in Matters of th: 
higheſt Conſequence, as the Things of Religior 
are; and ſince the true Way to love God is to 


know him, and the beſt Argument for the Prac- 


* 
„ 


tice of Religion is to underſtand it, it is a Point 


of moſt excellent Charity and Mercy to inform 


the Minds of Men, and to let them into thc 
Reaſon and Beauty of Religion, the Wiſdom and 
Power and Goodneſs of God, and his unboundet 
Love to Men in particular by the moſt gracious 
and merciful Diſpenſation of his Goſpel. 


It hrs us therefore, it concerns us highly, Þ 
wherever we plant our Colonies and transfer ou 
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Form of Government, to take particular Care 


to ſow the Seeds of our good Religion, the na- 
tural and providential Pledge of their Succeſs and 
Duration : For beſides the Arguments and Mo- 


tives to this Duty from common Mercy and 
Humanity to the Blind and Vicious, — From 
the expreſs Command of our Saviour, — From 
the Principle of Gratitude, to the Inhabitants 
of theſe fine and fruitful Regions, by whoſe 


frugal and painful Induſtry, this our native Coun- 


try, the Mother of us all, receives great Strength 
and Riches. —I ſay, beſides theſe Motives, we 
ſhould conſider (and that perhaps may pleaſe us 
better) that it is a Matter of worldly Intereſt 


and Advantage: For every Convert to Chriſti- 


anity, or Member ſecured to our Eſtabliſhment 
upon Goſpel and Proteſtant Principles, is a Friend 


to our Country and Government, as well as to our 


Religion; an Argument that ought exceedingly 
to weigh with us, when we conſider the inde- 


fatigable Zeal of Popery, both at home and a- 


abroad, in propagating the ſhameful Cauſe of 


Tyranny and Superſtition. 


The Means of our fulfilling this Duty are 
ich as the Providence of God permits to us, and 
| ſuch, as for a long Courſe of Years have been 
1 ſucceſsfully purſued by this wiſe and good So- 
ciety, and will, we hope, continue till its noble 


nds are anſwer d. — We pretend not to Mi- 
D 2 racles 
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racles (we leave the Pretence of them to a Church, 
which has nothing elſe to ſupport its corrupt and 
fooliſh Doctrines, but ſuch bold and impious 
Falſhoods) but every thing that can be done by 


the honeſt Induſtry of Chriſtian Men, under the 


Influence of God's Grace and Providence, is en- 


deavour'd to be done by us. 


It ſeeming now that Miracles are ceas d, tlie 


Props of the Infancy of Chriſtianity, (left, in its 


maturer Age to ſupport it ſelf by its own 


Strength and Reaſon : ) the true Secret of main- 


taining it, and farthering its Propagation, is to 


_ preach it upon the Plan and Authority of the 
_ Goſpel only, to recommend it in the Spirit of 


Meekneſs, joining to the clear Force of Reaſon, 


the honeſt Arts and Inſinuations of gentle Per- | 
ſuaſion; and illuſtrating it, by that which gave 
our Saviour himſelf a great Part of his Au- 
thority, and to which he more than once Appeals, 
the pure and ſhining Example of a good Lite. 


— That is indeed the enchanting Argument, 


and without it, tho' we talk never ſo much of 


being civiliz'd, and boaſt of the high Privileges 


of our Religion, an underſtanding Heathen will 
contemn and deride us. The plain Truth is, and 


we muſt not diſguiſe it; the chief Obſtruction in 


the Converſion of 8 N ations, and What 
Miracles themſelves could not ſurm zount, ariſes 
from the bad Liyes of Chrifiians : For when an 


honeſt 
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honeſt Savage obſerves the Cruelty, the Fraud, 
the Falſhood, the Lewdneſs and Intemperance 


of Chriſtians, it is a very natural Effect, and what 
one muſt excuſe, if not commend in him, if he ſcorns 
to be converted by ſuch Men, and wraps his own 
Religion more cloſe about him. Chriſtianity is 
more the Religion of the Heart, than of the 
Head, and the Excellence and Majeſty of it con- 
ſiſts in the Reaſonableneſs and Simplicity of its 


Doctrines, productive of an innocent and uſeful, 


and pious Life. Agrecably to this Notion of it, 
our Saviour here directs his Doctrine to the Poor, 


and ſpeaks of that Circumſtance as its beſt Recom- 
mendation. From whence we may be ſure, it 
muſt be free of Superſtition, againſt which they 
needed Caution and Inſtruction moſt diſentan- 
gled from the ſubtleties of Controverſy, of which, 
bappily for them, their Heads were quite incapa- 
ble, and conſiſting of ſuch Things only, as would 
make them better Men, more bfeful in their ſe- 
veral Families, and better Citizens of the World. 


And therefore, if in all our endeavours to pro- 


pagate it, We govern ourſelves by this plain and 

| honeſt Rule; and teach nothing for Chriſtianity, 

but what God, by Chriſt, has made fo; bid Men 

live, for inſtance, under a juſt Senſe, and lively 
| Faith in God their Creator and Preſerver, — In 

| Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, their Redeemer and 

Advocate, In the Holy Ghoſt, their Comfort- 

| | 4 4 
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er and Sanctifier, and Reverence and Obey the 


God has choſen to inſtruct and fave Mankind; 

there is no queſtion to be made, but in God's 
good Time it will meet with its deſired Succels ;-- 
not ſpread perhaps with the noiſe and oſtentation 


- firſt Propagation, ſilently, ſecretly, and effec- 
tually, diffuſe its influence through the World.-- M 


Laws of the Holy Goſpel, as the wite Occo- 
nomy and Method, which the Providence of | 


of Impoſture, but, like the pure Goſpel at its 


And who knows, but future Times may by 
Experience filently, ſecretly, and effectually, 
find a ſingular Providence in this Charitable 
Work of ours, and we may now be providing 
a Refuge for true, though diſtreſs'd, Chriſtianity 
in a diſtant World, if God, in the juſt Puniſh 1 
ments of his Adminiftration, ſhould remove itg 
bleſſed d Influence from hence. 4 


